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to avert the disastrous effects of a definite refusal. Gondomar had little idea of the strength of religious feeling either at home or in England, and decided that a display of energy would promote  a  successful   conclusion,   either   with Charles's conversion or with Spanish toleration of his heresy.   He advised Buckingham to take the Prince to Spain and assured him that they would certainly return with the Infanta.   Buckingham was a man of action and the idea appealed to him immensely.   Charles was not only longing to be a man of action ; he was also anxious to be married as soon as possible.   Together they persuaded James to give his consent to the expedition, in spite of his terror both of wrecking the-match and of losing his " Baby Charles " and his " Dog Steenie," his nickname for Buckingham, who, in return, wrote to him as " Dear Dad and Gossip." Part of Buckingham's success lay in this apparent familiarity, verging on disrespect, with his two masters, which concealed actually a complete devotion to their commands.   His only defection was a change of allegiance from James to Charles before James died.   From the day that the two young men left England in disguise on the long journey to Spain, James's rule was at an end, and Charles, backed and inflamed by Buckingham, took control.
Their unexpected arrival in Madrid in March 1623, after a rapid journey across France, struck horror into the hearts of the Spanish Ministers and the English Ambassador alike. Bristol was anxious for the marriage, but if that was impossible he was quite happy simply to go on negotiating and avoid a breach between the two countries. Now